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HAPOEL TEL-AVIV SINCE 1923

In 2009 the management of the football team Hapoel Tel Aviv to decide to about a campaign that promote the brand, among others, it was decided to add the year which the group was established to the symbol of the club. The year was added was 1927, according to the opinion of one of the oldest fans of the group. However, in 2011 Kfir Frankel began doctoral research in the subject of "Hapoel Games", among other materials Frenkel found in archives indicating that prove Hapoel Tel Aviv football club established in 1923. Frenkel Together with Dr. Eyal Gertman wrote an academic article in 2015 that describes the early days of the group in 1923. The club's management has received the conclusions of the article and has changed the club year of establishment accordingly. At the same time the Group's management has promised financial help for those who already tattooed on their bodies 1927 and want to change it… 

Present here briefly the story of the founding Hapoel Tel Aviv football club, The Full article in English will be published during 2017: In late 1917, the British Army drove the Turks out of Southern Syria and the British foreign minister Lord Balfour sent a public letter to Lord Rothschild (Balfour Declaration of 1917) that stated the British Government “view[ed] with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people". As a result of the British occupation and Balfour Declaration Between 1919-1923 arrived 40,000 Jews in Palestine many of these immigrants came with socialist ideas in order to build a Jewish state with a vision of equality. In 1920, all the Jewish-socialist immigrants organized and set up the Histadrut- a labor trade union but also Organization care for all the social and cultural needs of employees.
 Moreover, the new immigrants have caused development in the urban sector of the land of Israel, especially Tel Aviv. It was the only urban territory in conducted by the Jewish representatives democratically elected, and the Hebrew language was introduced it officially. In four years (1923-1920) grew up in Tel Aviv, From 2,000 to 20,000 people. This growth has brought thousands of workers to the city, and in the second half of 1922, Tel Aviv has become the primary concentration of Hebrew workers in the country. 

However, in 1923 there has been an adverse change and began a period of economic recession: The number of unemployed rose more than 3 times that year (4,000 are unemployed, half of them in Tel Aviv). The period of time of unemployment exploited by workers for some sports activities particularly football which became popular after the British occupation. In March 1923, on the day of Jewish holiday of Purim, gathered in small flat in Tel-Aviv 20 workers unemployment and decided to form a football team of workers alone, the group name: Hapoel (Hebrew: הפועל , lit. the worker) Tel-Aviv. The first the members had done was to tie themselves with the culture committee of the Histdrut, to make it clear that this new organization it’s for workers only. 

 Kfir Frankel doctoral research summary
 (Tel Aviv University, School of Education)
Israel's mini-Olympic Games: Hapoel Games from Socialist to National and International Events, 1928-1995
Abstract
The popular nature of big sporting events makes it a convenient exponent to examine all societal strata. As such, the study of big sporting events allows a better understanding of the deep social and national structure of society and a comprehensive study of the examined society. In the course of the twentieth, century big sporting events like the Olympic Games, World Cup and others have become inseparably associated with politics. In other words, sporting events become an international habitus of national and international demonstration of power; a show of national solidarity or hatred; and an important scene were social and national identities are constructed. Even today, in the era of globalization and trans-national associations, such as the European Union, countries still appropriate sporting events to their political needs; using the events as a public relations tool to promote their national or international agenda.
    Hapoel Games were one of the world's biggest sporting events held in Israel from 1928 to 1995 every four or five years. However, differently from the games of the Maccabiah, organized only for Jewish athletes, Hapoel Games adopted the Labor Movement's socialistic ideology and were financed by the Histadrut, the General Trade Union Organization of Workers .The games were national and international sporting events attended by the best athletes of Israel; athletes of the Labor Sports Federation ( French: Comité Sportif International du Travail, CSIT); and elite athletes from around the world .Hapoel games had ceased to exist with the dismemberment of the Histadrut in 1995. 
     My research, for the first time, chronicles all Hapoel Games and delineates their historical development from local to national and international big sporting events. The study shows that Hapoel games helped to form Israel's national identity; to disseminate Labor Movement ideology; to popularize sport- culture and physical education in Israel; and to promote the development of Israel's diplomacy and international relationships. It is the first research that chronicles and examines the cultural and social importance of Hapoel Games to the Israeli society. Despite the enormous popularity of these games in Israel, their history, their social as also cultural function and significance, have been not studied either within the framework of Israeli cultural studies, or within the framework of studies dealing with the history of physical culture and sports. Since this is the first research that focuses its attention on Hapoel Games, most of the data and historical reconstruction is published here for the first time.
 Hapoel (Hebrew: הפועל , lit. the worker) is an Israeli sport association established in May 1926, during the British Mandate for Palestine, by the Histadrut, the General Trade Union Organization of Workers (Hebrew: ההסתדרות הכללית של העובדים בארץ ישראל ). The first round of Hapoel Games was held in September 1928 during the British Mandate for Palestine and followed by three more rounds (1930, 1932, and 1935). During those years, the games were modest, local events shared mostly by the working class. Members of Hapoel associations from all around the country were gathered in the city of Tel-Aviv and for several days participated in different sporting competitions around the city. Hapoel Games also hosted other events such as parades, dances, and big parties. After the games of 1935, during the Arab Revolt, the Second World War, and the Israeli war for independence (1948), the games were suspended for seventeen years. The next up round of Hapoel Games, the first after the establishment of the State of Israel, were held in 1952.The following fifteen games up until 1995 were held interchangeably: four or five years apart.
     While the pre-state games were local events, the subsequent, held after the establishment of the State of Israel, were national and international events. The fifth round of Hapoel Games (1952) had hosted the best Israeli athletes who competed alongside international athletes, members of the CSIT. As of the seventh round of Hapoel Games, in 1961 till the last, held in 1995, elite athletes were invited and even paid to take part in the competitions. The audience grew to hundreds of thousands and the Israeli press named the games the "Mini Olympic Games". Moreover, alongside sporting competitions, all Hapoel Games had hosted a wide range of public events and competitions attended by tens of thousands of children, youths, and adults. The events promoted sport, physical culture and universal values of socialism, put forward by Hapoel and the Histadrut (the opening date of the rallies from 1961 to 1991 was the first of May).
    The research of Hapoel Games is closely linked to the history of the Labor Movement in Palestine and the State of Israel. For decades (1931-1977) the Labor Movement held political hegemony over Israeli society. The left- wing political party of Mapai was the Labor's Movement political representative and had dominated Israeli politics. Mapai had also controlled the institutions of the Histadrut (established by the Labor Movement in 1920 for the purpose to unite workers from all political parties).However, differently from other labor unions around the world; the institutions of the Histadrut had fulfilled similar functions as of a sovereign government in fields like education, culture, etc. After the establishment of the State of Israel, many of the state official positions were held by Mapai's former leaders, and the institutions of the Histadrut partially overlapped state institutions. Therefore, Hapoel Games provided the Labor Movement, the Histadrut and the State of Israel with an excellent opportunity to parade the achievements of the Israeli society nationally and internationally.
    The national activity of Hapoel was deeply influenced by the socio- political ideology of the Histadrut and the Labor Movement. As such, Hapoel Games became the reenacting scene of three interconnected national targets: the promotion of Labor movement ideology, the promotion of physical education and the construction of national identity. The importance of physical fitness and education was an integral part of the Labor Movement ideology and since 1952 and on Hapoel Games had promoted this message to every household in Israel. On one hand, the events were a platform that disseminated the importance of physical fitness; on the other hand, by representing the universal importance of physical education, the events, had also popularized the Labor Movement's public image and ideology. The immense popularity of the games and its athletes provided the opportunity to use the events to a political end as a reinforcement of national and collective identity.
Hapoel Games played an important part in the developing of Israel's international and diplomatic relationships.The participation of international athletes, from around the world, like Africa and the Eastern Bloc, helped to promote diplomatic relationships and to improve Israel's Image around the world. Therefore, a study of international relations forged with various countries following Hapoel Games is of a major contribution to the research of foreign affairs history. This research contributes to the historical, cultural and socio-political knowledge about the function of Hapoel Games in particular and the function of big sporting events in general as cultural agent for the construction of 
� Much more than a labor union, the Histadrut was also the second largest employer in Israel, through its many cooperative economic enterprises: in industry, building trades, banking, insurance and so on. The Histadrut also operated pension and social service programs, the most important of which was Kupat Holim (the Sick Fund), the largest provider of health care to Israeli. The dual character of the Histadrut, as both the largest trade union federation in the country and the second largest employer, has sometimes led to difficulties with both the government and labor. 





